INTRODUCTION
the inevitable decline in poetic power and inspiration, the mind and fancy are as active as ever; while in addition the biographical interest gives it an important position in the record of Browning's mental life*
APOLLO  AND  THE   PATHS
This somewhat burlesque poem is based on t history to which -^Eschylus refers in the lines noted by Browning at the beginning; of the poem (Ewnenides, 11. 723-4, 727-8, in the usual numbering") :
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"So didst thou [Apollo } also in tin* house ot" Pheres, when thou did'st persuade the !**utes to make mortals undying* - * * Thou liUl'st brinj^ to nought the dispensation of okl time, deceiving with wine the ancient goddesses* " The story is that on which the A fastis of Euripides in fmimbnl (see above, Balaustzans Advent it n\ in vtil. vii*), The passage from the Homeric //vw/i /*> JAvv//rv states that the Fates are three virgin sisters, who tell the truth when they arc drunk on honey, hut deceive when they are deprived of it :
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